INTRODUCTION-

defence to the citadel; whereas at Madras
Tort St. George, ever since the evil days of
1746, stood alone, and when a year earlier
Lally had tried to take it, the Company's
Government had made no attempt whatever to
defend the Black Town, but had concentrated
their defence upon the Fort, and had had. to
lay in stores of provisions for the garrison
alone. But when danger of imprisonment
and certainty of starvation faced the Indian
inhabitants of Pondichery, including the
people from the villages outside the walls
driven within by fear of Ooote's cavalry, they
found escape difficult. They feared to take
the roads passing by the English camp, lest
they should bo plundered of what they could
carry off with them, and when they attempted
to pass southwards, they found the river un-
fordablo. Nevertheless by one way or other
most of the dwellers in Pondichory had
trickled out of the place before Ooote opened
his batteries or Eanga Pillai had laid down
the pen.

Viewed as a whole, this Diary which
covers almost a quarter of a contiiry is a
curiously mixed document. No one will
ever read it for its own sake. Yet it has
great historical importance. Its period was